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messenger never reported the march of the 3rd Army
Corps, because he had passed far north of the 3rd Army
Corps. The arrival of the 3rd Army Corps at Dibbuk
on the Gheva, on February 26, was a harsh surprise for
Kassa : and even when it was on the river two days passed
before he understood that it was an Army Corps, not a
force like the Askaris which had attacked his right in
January—and so deliberately retired.
His entire interest was directed towards the north,
where Pirzio Biroli had prepared for him a surprise of
extraordinary daring and skill. In the early hours of
February 27, when all the Ethiopians throughout the
Empire were sleeping, a company of Alpini and mountain-
climbing Blackshirts were sent out from the Warieu Pass
to climb the steepest side of Work Amba. They were
loaded lightly, with rifle, dagger and hand-grenades. They
reached the top just before dawn, walked through the
first circles of the garrison of Work Amba, who snored
in their shammas around the white ashes of their camp-
fires—for the Ethiopians roll themselves up at night and
lie heavy. Then they scattered their whole cargo of
grenades. The garrison of Work Amba, about five hundred
men, woke in sudden panic believing that the mountain
was taken, so violent was the noise of battle near its centre.
They fled down the Amba sides.
The loss of Work Amba is symptomatic of the effect
which the Italian aviation, and the precautions which the
Emperor had enforced against it, had already made upon
Ethiopian morale. Had they been alert, these men—
who after all had won the first and second battles of the
Tembien—would have resisted and probably have driven
the Italians off the mountain. But the fearful noise, they
said, which woke them up was so like bombs that they
felt that it was all over, that they must retreat. Their first
instinct had broken their ordinary reactions to leadership,
and leaderless they became fugitives.
The most cruel effect of aviation on the Ethiopian was
that it destroyed his traditional response to his leaders.
Instead of assembling for mass security around their leader
in the instinctive flow that one saw around the Emperor
at the first bombardment of Dessye, they scattered now in
a frantic dash for individual security. The controls had

